STIMULANT AGENTS USED FOR ADHD 

Lexi-Drugs Online 

	Generic Name
(Brand Name)
	Dosage
	Formulations
	Comments

	Amphetamine
(Various)
	2.5-5 mg/d, increase by 2.5-5 mg/wk; maximum dose: 40 mg/d
	Tablet: 5 mg, 10 mg
	Also used for narcolepsy and exogenous obesity

	Dexmethylphenidate
(FocalinTM)
	2.5 mg bid, increase by 2.5-5 mg at weekly intervals; maximum dose: 20 mg/d
	Tablet: 2.5 mg, 5 mg, 10 mg
	Doses should be taken at least 4 hours apart; when switching from methylphenidate the starting dose of dexmethylphenidate should be half that of methylphenidate

	Dextroamphetamine and Amphetamine
(Adderall®)
	2.5-5 mg qAM, increase by 2.5-5 mg/wk; maximum dose: 40 mg/d on bid schedule
	Tablet: 5 mg, 7.5 mg, 10 mg, 12.5 mg, 15 mg, 20 mg, 30 mg
	Also used for narcolepsy

	Dextroamphetamine and Amphetamine long acting
(Adderall XRTM)
	10 mg qAM, increase by 10 mg weekly; maximum dose: 30 mg/d
	Capsule: 10 mg, 20 mg, 30 mg
	Take dosage before noon

	Dextroamphetamine* short acting
(Dexedrine®) 
	2.5-5 mg qAM, increase by 2.5-5 mg/wk; maximum dose: 40 mg/d
	Tablet: 5 mg, 10 mg
	Avoid evening doses; monitor growth; also used for narcolepsy and exogenous obesity

	Dextroamphetamine* long acting
(Dexedrine® Spansules)
	
	Spansules, sustained release: 5 mg, 10 mg, 15 mg
	

	Methamphetamine
(Desoxyn®)
	2.5-5 mg qd-bid, increase by 5 mg/wk until optimum response is achieved, usually 20-25 mg/d
	Tablet: 5 mg
	 

	
	
	Tablet, slow release: 5 mg, 10 mg, 15 mg
	 

	Methylphenidate* short acting
(Ritalin®)
	2.5-5 mg before breakfast or lunch; increase by
5-10 mg/d at weekly intervals; maximum
dose: 90 mg/d
	Tablet: 5 mg, 10 mg, 20 mg
	 

	Methylphenidate* long acting
(Ritalin SR®)
	2.5-5 mg before breakfast or lunch; increase by
5-10 mg/d at weekly intervals; maximum
dose: 90 mg/d
	Tablet, slow release: 20 mg
	8 hour duration of action

	Methylphenidate* long acting
(Metadate ER®)
	2.5-5 mg before breakfast or lunch; increase by
5-10 mg/d at weekly intervals; maximum
dose: 90 mg/d
	Tablet: 10 mg, 20 mg
	8 hour duration of action

	Methylphenidate* long acting
(MethylinTM ER)
	2.5-5 mg before breakfast or lunch; increase by
5-10 mg/d at weekly intervals; maximum
dose: 90 mg/d
	Tablet: 10 mg, 20 mg
	8 hour duration of action

	Methylphenidate* long acting
(Metadate CD®) 
	20 mg qd; may increase by 30 mg weekly; maximum dose: 60 mg/d
	Capsule: 20 mg
	8 hour duration of action; biphasic peak 

	Methylphenidate* long acting
(ConcertaTM) 
	18 mg qAM; increase by 18 mg weekly; maximum dose: 54 mg/d
	Tablet: 18 mg, 36 mg, 54 mg
	12 hour duration of action; take with water, milk, or juice

	Pemoline
(Cylert®)
	37.5 mg qAM, increase by 18.75 mg/d at weekly intervals; usual range: 56.25-75 mg/d; maximum dose: 112.5 mg/d
	Tablet: 18.75 mg, 37.5 mg, 75 mg
Tablet, chewable: 37.5 mg
	See Warnings in Pemoline monograph

	*Available in generic form
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